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Opioids are drugs that can be prescribed as medicine for the treatment of severe or recurring pain. They are at times referred to under narcotics but most of their prescriptive uses include choric backaches and headaches through the recovery process post surgery, or severe pain brought about by cancer or medications after injuries. Opioids relieve pain by first attaching to receptors which are protein in the gut, spinal cord, or brain on nerve cells. The receptors then stop the transmission of pain signals transmitted through the vertebrae. They however present a risk of exposure which increases with prolonged use for the treatment of chronic pain. Potential side effects of the use of opioids include nausea, constipation, and sleepiness. The drug however has life-threatening risks that include loss of consciousness, slowed heart rate, and shallow breathing. Additionally, in the decision of suddenly quitting from opioids may result in insomnia or jittery nerves. Restrictive tendencies are advised when using opioids since addition of dosage can result in addiction. According to the revised statistics by the National Institute on Drug Abuse, more than 130 people in the United States die in a day after exposure to opioids (National Institute on Drug Abuse, 2019). 
Trisha, from the ABC News media, highlights about the tragic death in Miami of a boy aged ten from fentanyl. Her article includes referencing of data about the crisis from the Centers for disease Control and Prevention which serves to give credibility for her piece. Her article also diverts and gives a brief comparison of the drug in question which serves to expound highlight on how powerful and potentially potent the drug is. Though the topic mentions the death of a boy, the article barely mentions such a character and is highly detailed on the effects and impacts of the drug (Pasricha, 2017), other than a video clip that is half a minute long. The clip highlights specifications and presumptions from the prosecutors but no vital details are shared due to a lack of it. The topic picked can therefore be deciphered as a catch-phrase to draw attention. Trisha also creates a base of relevant conclusions and reasons for the growth of issue into an epidemic and mentions the local terms the drug is associated with. Facts are also provided to highlight the relevant potency of the drug in all its forms, and necessary first aid measures that reflect how potent the drug is. 
Trisha in her article then mentions and briefs the readers about significant facts. These facts, however, lack significant statistics which consequentially makes the article incapable of standing on its own and requiring secondary site for follow up. Swaive and Defroster mention this as a tactic which does not provide complete but rather problematic data (Swalve & DeFoster, 2016). Waive and Defroster describe an incident in Miami that had high hourly coverage in special report segments that highlighted the attack as an epidemic of drug use. However, the toxicology report came out and coverage was brief due to the evidence finding no remnants of bath salt consumption. The coverage after the report dropped significantly to mere paragraphs in a single broadcast. This is similar to Trisha’s news article since no relevant facts have been posted and her reporting happens prior to any official report. Another credible similarity is both articles are aligned in their efforts to articulate the fear the drugs amassed in the public. Trisha’s news article also expounds on this fear by highlighting the dangers it poses to children. This tactic is described by Waive and Defroster as problem coverage (Swalve & DeFoster, 2016). A consequential effect of problem coverage is its tendency to obscure and mischaracterize the entirety of the context of the story and also the factors that define and explain the situation. 
The Washington post have a news article that intends on highlighting that the efforts of the Congress are not sufficient to counter the wave of drug abuse and its consequential effects. The article posts a picture of oxycodone pills, and despite their reputable experience, the pills the pills do not dictate or illustrate fear. The article begins with presenting statistics about the fatalities and highlight that the annual data facts from the CDC are in flux not demonstrating characteristics of any reputable trend. The use of CDC as a source for the article gives credibility to the statistics documented within. By use of what Waive and Defroster called problem frame (Swalve & DeFoster, 2016), the article seeks to make the effects appear more entertaining and interesting by accounting for even secondary effects. For an example, they highlight a situation where a couple died from an overdose while their child succumbed to starvation (The Editorial Board, 2018). This serves as an emotional appeal for the presentation of the article, and also is exhausted to provide a baseline and a story telling angle for the secondary effects of the epidemic. 
The entire presentation by the editorial body of the Washington Post is grim supported by evidence that provided no justifiable means. The statistics involved also involve a huge range in terms of period of analysis and assessment which is a tactic meant to amass more significant figures at the risk of risking lack of probability and trends that can be tracked (The Editorial Board, 2018). A discord is communicated between the parties that comprise of the Congress and their resulting reactions that are not at par with epidemic are blamed on this discord. The conclusions drawn from the article are evaluative but the evaluations are not provided. The article assumes facts that are general knowledge and thus draws conclusions from such facts without the provision of means that would allow the reader to draw the same conclusions. Though a comparative analysis is lacking, the article highlights significant measures taken to combat the AIDS epidemic are necessary for the current crisis. The lack of comparative analysis makes this conclusion opinionated.
Al-Hlou, Katz, and Jordan working for The New York Times, in an attempt to illustrate trends and illuminate on the facts associating the drug crisis, begin by indicating the origins of the origin of the epidemic. Chronological order follows with significant data that makes the data presented more realistic and practical. The video trio makes use of a video clip to answer significant questions (Al-Hlou, Katz, & Jordan). Their answers are sourced from other news articles, and the information is provided as an educational piece. The article presents subsequent information on the effects and development which proves essential and necessary for the readers to follow through the assessment. Presentation of the facts follows an easy to follow illustrations involving pictorial representation of news clippings, opioid pills, and the map of America dependent on the relevance to the content. The article also includes figures to support the points made by the article, but the data is not sufficient to a position where it can stand on its own adequately. The article is brief on the mentions of the locations within the affected regions, just mentioning the worst hit (Coomber, Morris, & Dunn, 2000). The video highlights questions that the composers thought was crucial for the understanding of the drug and the necessity of the same medical situations.  
Michael Barbaro brings to the lime light the situation opioid has created in the United States. In his news article for the New York Times, he draws similarities of the crisis brought about by Opioid in America with the war in Vietnam when comparing the fatalities of both (Barbaro, 2017). The similarities are however opinionated since a proper comparison is provided and no source is provided for the data or analysis. This aspect of production highlights a lack of quality control mechanism in the depiction of the case scenario of the drug epidemic. The comparison is surmised as sensationalism which is depicted by Coomber, Morris and Dunn in their article (Coomber, Morris, & Dunn, 2000). 
A picture within the article presents a medic team attending to a case of overdose. The picture serves as a caution by highlighting the extensive care required and the fact that three attendees are required only serves to add magnitude to the issue. The crisis had been highlighted as a national emergency prior to the post. The article highlights a past event by the president in an attempt to raise the classification of the epidemic, which is a relatable incidence to readers (Barbaro, 2017). The efforts demonstrated allow the government to increase combative measures to deal with the issue. The article then serves as an advert by insistence on following through the information by listening to ‘The Daily’ on that night’s episode which would involve an interview with an addict who had his first taste when he was 14. This demonstrates a critical attempt to influence the public to tune in as illustrated by Lancaster and team (Lancaster, Hughes, Spicer, Mathew-Simmons, & Dillon, 2011).
Steve Frank, in his report for CBS News, presents the article as an opinion. In his article, ‘opioid epidemic puts county coroner over budget,’ presents the opinion of the coroner of the suburban Chicago County. Frank does not present any statistical findings recording the levels of comparisons, appealing to emotions rather than findings. The entire piece highlights the views, perception and beliefs of his interviewee, the Clinical Director at Lighthouse Recovery, County Sheriff, and the Coroner for Kane, Nate Lanthrum, Ron Hain and Rob Russell respectively (Frank, 2019). Frank also highlights significant input from analysis of the residents from the area. Frank however, attaches a series of photos to his posts meant to illuminate on the actual crisis and also serves as an emotional appeal to the readers. A video clip shows a fellow reporter of CBS news who conducted the interview who also briefly passes through the statistical figures without illuminating on the source. The clip also highlights on steps to address the issue but lacks credible and sufficient detail on how they measures work, and the representation of the effects and impacts rehabilitation efforts in the population described. 
The CBS News team highlights a follow up update onto a case involving an opioid epidemic, where they begin by introducing their interviewees attempting to show their relevance to the story. Significant referencing to the news program called ’60 minutes’ is aimed at driving up the buzz, coupled with recognizable mentions of reporters involved. The article also references to an earlier post for ease of following the development of the story, the facts presented within are the opinions of the interviewees and also other historical facts about the epidemic. The article also includes the advancements made by the executive body which had direct impact on the interviewees (CBS News, 2017). The article, however, lacks statistics relevant for the analysis and assessment of the storyline. The article reflects the sensational epitome used by reporters as assessed by Coomber, Morris and Dunn (Coomber, Morris, & Dunn, 2000). 
The article also includes a series of three video clips that no longer than two minutes each of an interview of a retired DEA agent. The agent highlights specifics about the case in question and implicates McKesson Corporation. Within the three clips, the Corporation is deemed as having significant income and is thus too big to prosecute. This detail and the description of the status at which the data implicates the corporation serves as a plea and also indicates a broken system in the efforts to combat the epidemic. Given the credibility and the contribution of the interviewee towards the efforts documented, the information published within the article can be assessed and be accepted as credible, but focusing on a single perspective of the incidence does not eliminate prejudice. 
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